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RubyConf 2018 Design Discovery

Over the last few days I’ve compiled my thoughts and some examples of things inspiring our 
design for RubyConf 2018. This is sort of a moodbard that I’ve conslidated everything down 
into something we can talk about.

I want to stress that no examples shown here are actual design assets for the final product. 
Everything you’ll see is just inspiration and rough ideas to illustrate my thoughts on direction. 
Once we decide on a direction we like I’ll start to work on the actual designs.
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Colors

Colors are the most important thing when it comes to setting the tone of any design. My goal 
for every part of this project is two-fold. First off, I’m trying to design something distinctly Los 
Angeles. Second, It has to be fun, friendly, and as Abby described, “whimsical.” The first step 
to creating these feelings via design is to start with color. I’ll be thinking about these two goals 
for the entirety of the project so if you’ve got any input on them, let me know!

What follows are three attempts at capturing Los Angeles in a delightful way via color. The one 
constant is a theme inspired by a hazy sunset. I think LA screams natural gradients, especially 
as seen in the sky during golden hour (the hour photographers live for, immediately before 
sunset or after sunrise) and I want to take full advantage of that when crafting our identity.
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Option 1

Pastel Sunset

This was my gut feeling when I began thinking about colors that felt “LA.” It’s modern, sleek 
and has a ton of character. As with everything in this proposal, these are very rough ideas only 
intended to give us an idea of what could be. They aren’t complete in any way.

The main thing to take away here is the light, airy feeling these colors would have. There 
wouldn’t be any dark elements in this theme at all. Admittedly, this color scheme will require a 
little more effort to make great than something a bit more simpler but I think the nuances are 
what can really make it shine.

Examples of how this color theme might look and feel
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Option 2

Neutral Sunset

W have a very soft color option and a very bold option so I wanted to include something that 
met in the middle, this is that middle area. I think this would be the easiest to pull off and 
would look awesome. It could work for a light theme, a dark theme, or a bit of both.

Examples of how this color theme might look and feel
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Option 3

Impact Sunset

Impact Sunsest is very similar to Neutral Sunset but everything is turned up to 11. This one is 
meant to make a statement and leave an impact. It’s bold and heavy but can be beautiful at 
the same time. As a color nerd, I’ve always loved ultra saturated colors but I know it can be a 
little jarring to some, I do think it fits LA quite nicely though. It would be a mostly dark theme, 
with maybe a few light elements used sparingly. Think silhouettes and shadows.

Examples of how this color theme might look and feel
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Branding

I looked through all of the old RubyConf and RailsConf logos and felt a big disconnect between 
each of them. Let me know what you think but I’d love to create a more consistent brand from 
year to year with a Dynamic Logo System. Basically, we make a somewhat generic brand and 
add on a bit of flair that’s relevant to this year. Each year we keep the generic part but modify 
the flair. That way every conference would have consistent branding from year to year but also 
be uniquely identifiable as this year’s conference. Usually the main goal for creating a brand is 
to make something memorable, and if we do something drastically different for every 
conference we’re losing out on a ton of opportunities to solidify a brand in someone’s memory.
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Option 1

Illustration Branding

This is definitely the direction I’m most excited about. I usually try to be unbiased when 
presenting options but I think this could be super fun. It would consist of a very simple 
typographic “RubyConf” and have a badge/sticker type graphic floating to the left of it. I’d 
experiment with other elements like making a ruby graphic part of the treatment, but that’s a 
thought right now.

If we did want to explore the illustration route, there are many different styles we could 
experiement with. The three that I think we could play with are a simple geometric style, a line 
art style, or a modern style (shown below, respectively).

Simple geometric example

This style focuses on simple 
shapes and uses color to really 
paint the picture

This style focuses on heavy 
outlines combined with simple 
shapes to create a friendly, fun 
vibe.

Modern illustration styles are 
much more abstract with creative 
use of colors. Since they aren’t 
very literal, it causes viewers to 
use their imagination to fill in the 
gaps of what they are seeing.

Line art example Modern example

RubyConf
L O S  A N G E L E S

RUBYCONF
L O S  A N G E L E S
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Option 2

Simple Outline Branding

Historically, these are my favorite types of brands. When done right, they can really leave a 
mark with their simplicity. I’d be remiss if I didn’t suggest trying one for RubyConf because I 
think they do such a great job.

The main characteristics here are taking a shape that’s easily recognized and recreating it 
using just the outlines and prominent other lines. It should work in just black and white or be 
strengthened when colored. I’d still intend to do a dynamic logo here, the outline symbol would 
probably be a prominent historic LA landmark or something dinstinct to the area like palm 
trees or sunsets.
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Option 3

Modern Branding

Modern brands are always the sleekest looking. In terms of style it usually includes a gradient, 
some abstraction, and depth or layering. These take a bit of extra effort to pull off but I think 
that effort is worth it. The hallmarks of a good modern logo is that it’s usually extremely 
unique and flashy, it has a ton of personality.
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Website

I haven’t starting thinking about the website too much yet but at a high level I’d love to do 
something movie inspired, specifically films made in Hollywood. I’m a big film buff so this is 
pretty close to my heart and it feels natural. In my head we have an illustrated collage of 
elements from old movie posters as the main graphic on the website and smaller graphics to 
be used other places. I’m friends with an up and coming illustrator who I think would be a 
great person to help me out with some of these things, if this is a route that we wanted to take.

Alternatively, I have a second vision for a theme using LA landmarks. A little more standard but 
still could be really cool and I’d be excited to work with that idea too.
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